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comes *'bO a time when this world begins to
* evolve bnce more, all having become water
and dark,  a darkness  to make you blind.
And beings  deceasing from  radiant worlds
are   reborn,    self-luminous   on   this   earth,
sustained by rapture, floating in space.    As
earth emerges from the waters like a milky
scum or ghee, odorous and sweet, those beings
taste it.    Feasting thereon,  they gradually
acquire solidity and lose their own luminance.
Thereupon sun, moon and stars become visible,
and the natural seasons recommence.   And
this race of beings acquire different degrees of
comeliness ;   and the fair despise the ugly.
And thereupon the earth ceases to taste sweet,
but  vegetation   of  low,   then  higher  grade
evolves, till at length the earth brings forth
*abundance of a rice that needs no tilth.    Then
sex-differences  evolve, and great moral up-
heavals   result.    As   households   come   into
being, rice is stored, land is enclosed, and with
the rights of property arise dishonesty, strife
and injustice, till at length a ruler is chosen
to maintain fair play, the rest supporting him.
And he is  selected for his  personal  gifts ;
in other words such lords of the fields (khetta,
khattiya), came up originally to a certain Norm.
Or again, as princes, they attracted folk (raja;
ranj) by the Norm they upheld.   Again, certain
humans, distressed at the sins of society, retire
into woods to meditate, or dwell outside the
towns, making books (sic).    Now these, put-
ting away (bahenti) evil, came to be called Brah-